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ABOUT ME
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Free software

as a social justice issue

(CC-BY-SA Nathan Keirn)

Every non-free program is an 

injustice. The fact that it exists is 

a social and ethical problem for 

society; and the goal of the free-

software movement is to put an 

end to that.

“

”- Richard Stallman



  

Negative Peace

"The Negro's great stumbling block in the stride toward freedom is 

not the White Citizen's Council-er or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the 

white moderate who is more devoted to "order" than to justice; 

who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to a 

positive peace which is the presence of justice; who constantly 

says "I agree with you in the goal you seek, but I can't agree with 

your methods of direct action;"

“

”- MLKJ, Letter from a Birmingham Jail



  

Negative Peace

in the state of software



  

State of the Movement

(Mercy For Animals)

Welfare vs. Rights



  

State of the Movement

(/info.microsoft.com)(Mercy For Animals)



  

State of the Movement

Average user feels apathetic, 

hopeless, or sees no reason 

to change their behavior.



  

How have past social 

movements sparked change?



  

Women’s Social

and Political union



  

American

Civil Rights Movement



  

AIDS Awareness



  

OTPOR!

(CC-BY-SA  Joulupukki) (Tony Cartalucci) (CC-BY-SA DamjanBN)



  

198 Methods of 

nonviolent action



  

How many of these

tools are we utilizing?



  

How many

could we be using?



  

Non-violent direct action 

for free software

- Protests, sit ins, and marches

  to demand software freedom

  and educating the public

- Creating symbology:

   what is our red ribbon?

- Build IRL grassroots movement



  

Applying confrontation

to our daily lives

Challenge the normalization 

of proprietary software by 

refusing to use it, and 

becoming comfortable with 

non-violent confrontation.



  

Create solidarity with

other social movements

Help others find freedom 

using free software, and 

support total liberation.



  

Thank you!

marykatefain.com | mk@marykatefain.com
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