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“Type a quote here.” 

St. Rose, LA. Photo for YES! Magazine by Marc Pagani



The Gulf Moment















Crisis Mapping

OpenGov

Citizen Science

Civic Technology

Civic Science

Civic Media



NEED IMAGE



It Takes a Community
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Research questions are focused on 
addressing local questions
and are driven by on-the-ground community work.
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What we’ve learned…



Engage researchers not subjects



Pull complexity off the shelf: modify minimally



concealed operator
diydrones.com cyberquad

revealed operator

Build in accountability



Create collaborative workflows



Maintain public data archives



Let images communicate complexity



Create locally



People Centered 
Science & Technology
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Considerations for our work:
• Build relationships based on equity* from the beginning (resource 

distribution, ownership of processes and data)
• Honor different types of expertise, local knowledge and experience
• Consider the many places where collaboration can happen
• Leverage scientific knowledge to help distribute power
• Think critically about the use of terms such as “inclusion” and 

“empowerment”. Co-opting people and their work can create 
friction.

• Move beyond feedback loops and step into solution finding
• Address tech-solutionism before it becomes a problem

*Why equity? Equality is treating everyone exactly the same, while equity starts from the idea 
that people/groups start from different social, political and economic positions and strives to 
address this unevenness.



And some challenges:
• Addressing policy, standard setting and the ability of 
community data to be used in regulation and enforcement.
• Creating a policy culture that matches our drive for
technology innovation.
• Developing interoperation of systems for both data 
and hardware.
• Conceptualizing a governance model that is conducive to
multiple projects, data streams and places of input.
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