
a Collective for French-speaking 
Ethical Hosters



Who am I?

Angie GAUDION
Pronouns : they/them

Employee at the not-for-profit Framasoft
In charge of partnership and public relationship  
CHATONS coordination
Emancip’Asso coordination

angiegaudion@mastodon.social

mailto:angiegaudion@mastodon.social


Collectif des
Hébergeurs
Alternatifs
Transparents
Ouverts
Neutres et
Solidaires

The acronym CHATONS means KITTENS in french

What is CHATONS?

Collective of
Independent
Transparent
Open
Neutral and 
United
Hosters



CHATONS collective aims to 
bring together small 
organizations offering free, 
ethical and decentralized online 
services.

What is CHATONS?

De-google-ify Internet

https://degooglisons-internet.org/en/


Where Google, Meta, Apple or  
Microsoft would represent the 
food industry, CHATONS 
members would be IT farmers 
offering organic online 
services.

An online services CSA-like network 



The collective aims to 
gather all entities that 
want to resist the Internet 
« googlization » or 
« gafamization ».

Collective goals 



99 members localized in 
France, Belgium and 
Canada

CHATONS Anatomy



A variety of online services

https://chatons.org/fr/find-by-services

https://chatons.org/fr/find-by-services


Who is the collective services for?

→ all Internet users 
whishing to regain 
control of their personal 
data

→ all Internet users 
whishing to use online 
services hosted close to 
them

→ public administrations 
(local authorities)

→ associations, 
collectives and not-for-
profit whishing to offer 
free tools to their 
communities

→ Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs)

→ schools and 
universities



How to find CHATONS’ services?

On https://chatons.org/ : 

https://chatons.org/


How to find CHATONS’ services?



How to find CHATONS’ services?



Another way to use some CHATONS’ services

https://entraide.chatons.org 
is a simplified access 
portal to 9 online services 
without registration. 

https://entraide.chatons.org/


How to find CHATONS’ services?



CHATONS Commitments

The collective is based on a 
commitment to unabashedly 
adhere to a Manifesto and a 

Charter. 



CHATONS Manifesto

https://framagit.org/chatons/CHATONS/-/blob/master/docs/Manifesto-en.md

https://framagit.org/chatons/CHATONS/-/blob/master/docs/Manifesto-en.md


CHATONS Charter

https://framagit.org/chatons/CHATONS/-/blob/master/docs/Charte/Charter2-en.md

https://framagit.org/chatons/CHATONS/-/blob/master/docs/Charte/Charter2-en.md


CHATONS Wiki

https://wiki.chatons.org/

https://wiki.chatons.org/


CHATONS: an active community

The main tool to exchange 
is the forum:

167 new account in 2022 
(170 in 2021 and 262 in 2020)

379 new topics in 2022 (364 
in 2021 and 469 in 2020)

3243 new posts in 2022 
(3075 in 2021 and 4135 in 2020)

576 217 viewed pages in 
2022 (466 861 in 2021 and 279 
104 in 2020)

https://forum.chatons.org/

https://forum.chatons.org/


CHATONS Governance
● Decisions concerning the collective are taken in a collegial manner 

during our monthly meetings and on our discussion forum.

● Each member organization can propose a project for the collective on 
the condition that it takes charge of its realization.

● Since 2019, a coordinator facilitate, promote and strengthen activities 
of several working groups.

● Working groups in progress:
● legal
● a11y-libre
● stats.chatons.org
● chat-ravane
● backup sharing
● an association for the collective
● chatons.org v3



Questions ?
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